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cmd_g;g Joel ABBOT, U.S, Navy
~ Born 1793 - Died 1855

Joel Abbot was born in West.ford, massachusetts, 18 January 1793. In 1812

' ». My, Grace, the Preccptor of Westford Academy, sent a communication to the Trus-

2o tees saying: "He had excluded from the school a young man (Joel Abbot) who had

% neglected to attend the meet.lng on Fast Day, in order to procure a coupany of

young men to train on the cormon in the forenocon, and for entering the meeting
houge in the afterioon ir an improper dress, being partly military, also for .
aiding and assisting in firing a blunderbuss several times in the street, not far-
from the mecting house, soon after the meeting on that day, and for r<fusing to
nake any written acknowlcdgmont of the impropriety of his conduct," '

' . He married on . January 1820, his first wife was lary Wood of Newburyport s
and his second wi:c was Laura whcaton ot Uarrm, Rhoda Island, He died in
Hong Kong, Chins on 14 Deccuber 1855, -

Joc) Abbot was appom‘bed a Lidshlpman at the outbreak of the second war with
England in 1812, crdl was ordered to the frigatce "PRESI.ENT", as Aid and Signal
Officer to Commancer RODGERS who impressed by hie zeal and efflClcncy, recom:ende
hin to Commander lic Donough, then in comuand of the Naval Forces on Lake Champlain
Learning that the Aritish had accunulated o large supply of spars at Sorel, lc
, Conough sent for Midshipman Abbot and asked if he was willing to die for his
S B countrye "Ccr'baimy, ‘S&r, that is what I csme into the service for", was the

i . BOIEWRT.. then told him what he —and young A.bbot, dis-
H - ngsed as a Britlsh Officer, entered the enoxfu.es llnes, ‘taking t.heﬂisk of being
hanged a8 a spy in cusc of capture, discovered where the spars were stored, and
’ dentroycd thane Such were the hardships ond dangers encountcred during the X~
. peditich that when he reported to his Comtanding Officer he was in a state of S
i presteation from the effocts of which he was long in recoveriig. For the exploit ..~
and for gallantry in action off Cunberland Head, 11 September 1814, he was pro=
o noted to Lieutenant ’ and Congress voted him a hansome sword.

fjj~' - During the recainder of the war he had no furthc,r Opportunity'for distinction,

- though at one time he quelled a formidable rutiny. In December 1818 he was
placed in charge of a 30~gun pirate craft, the ' MARIANNA® captured by Commander
Stocton off the Afriean Coast, On the voyage to Boston part of his crow mutinied
and the pirate prisoncrs succecded in wrenching off their irons during a terrible

. gale. Notwithstanding thc scemingly hopeless state of affairs, Licutenant Abbot

o regaincd cormand of the crew, kept the mutinecrs at bay, and brought his ship

" safely into port. In 1838 he was appointed Commander, serving on the various

foreign squadrons and froo 1839 t.o 1842 was in conwond at the Boston Navy Yard,
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" In 1852 he co:::anded the I'LACuDONIA in tnc. Japan e:q:edit:.on, succeeding Coi-
mander Perry as f:{ ag offieer of the squadron, During this eritical pericd ef cur
rclations with China he was often called upon to perform delicate diplomatic
‘duties, discharging then to, the complete. satisfaction of tiic Government, He pro-
bably shortcened his life by devotion to the interest of commerce in personally
- 8 uperintending the placing of buoys and a light ship in the harbor of shangh:i,
:l;rs;cg for the first time, then had its channels and sailing eourss properly dee
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FoON BOSTON TO MANILA IN TWO YEARS

It was on a t; pical, blustery, New England aftcrnoon that the "Mighty A"
first felt the sujnorting hand of the waters of the Kennebee River. at 12:50,
Wednesdey, 17 February 19,3; with a light breeze blowing a few falling snow-
flakes lazily across hep,bpw, the ABBOT slid from the weys, in the North Yard
of the Bath Iron Vorks, 1Ihe Sponsor was lirs. Grace Abbot Fletcher, of 33 lMiller
St., Warren, Rhode Island, She is the great-grondaughter of the latc Commodore

* Joel Abbot, U,S. Navy, after whom the "i.IGHTY A" was neied, Hundreds of spec-
“tators, lining the w ys :nd crowded along the Kenebec Bridge, cheered loud and

long, as, accompanicd by the Lartial Lusic of the Bath Iron Vorks Bend, the .
U.5,5. ABBOT made her maiden voyage with ilags fluttering in the breeze,

" Aifter two months and six days, during which time the finishing touches were

made and equipment added by B.I.W. Yard Workers and blue jackets ac.igned to

the ABBOT, the 'routine tests were nade, and on 23 April 1943, the &#BBOT embarized
on'her first.salt water-voyage, mamned by the Beth Iron works' crew, and carry-
ing tho pre-torn:issioming detail of officers and men. ‘

Of the 15 officers amd L2 er';liste& men assigned the task of helping the
Beth Iron Works add the Linishing touches and procuring and installing the neces-

‘sapy cquipuent during>tl’c prriod 17 Fobruary and 23 april 1943, date of depar-

ture, only 4 officers and 15 men are still fighting it out with the ABBOT, they
aré - Officers: Licut. BiRANGER, Lt. (jg) WINKWORTH, Lt. (Jg) LELBY, and Lt.
(jg) KOSTER. Enlisted men: Gunner AUTEN (Then CFC), BOOTY, G:M: COOPER, liolgilc;

EADS,.CWT3 EAMES, 'Tlc; HOULD, CCls. JOHNSTON, Qs KOVAGH,.iMlc; LORANGER Yes-
© MC DONALD,” CMM; 1:0: c; NAKO, kdile; PULSHN, Mdile, and WILZON,

TIJ0, Cidi; HOYE, "Stil
Wede, M2eq : e
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- At 1430, 23 April 1943, the créw of thc ABBOT rwstere? on main deck parades,

 and tho Marine Gu:~d and Boston Navy Yard Band took their designated stations t-

await the arrival of the Captain of thc Yard., At 1500 the Captain of the Yari
arrived, accepted the ABBOT from the Bath Iron VWorks' Representative, and read
the ‘'orders to placc the ship in ecormission. The Executive Officer, Lt. GaBBERT,
then directed the band t¢ play the National Anthem. as the band struck the
first note of the Latiome]l snthem, .00SL.Y, SMle, hoisted the insign, HOULD,
Q42¢, hoisted the Jack and DaVIiS, (JM3%, hoisted the Cormissioning Pcnnant.
Upon the completion of the Honors ond at the end of the .nthem, the Commanding
Officer, Cormander C.E. CARROLL, U.S, Navy, read his orders and assumed charge
of thec ship. ' '

The Captain directed the Exceutive Oilicer to- set the datch, the Chiof

‘ boatswaints mete piped "idl Hands" and pesscd the vord "First Section, set the

Watch'", The first watch comprised as follows: Officer of the Dock, Bi of the
watch, (Ji of the liatch, S of the wateh, six side boys, forecastle wontry, far-
tail sontry, Engincer Officer of the Watch and Engineer ratings as directed by
the Engincor Officer. | ! ' o

&fter the watch was sct the Cormanding Officer addrossed the crew and the
Chaplain delivered the invbceticn, codpleting the caumissioning cercnonies.
The crew was dismissed froo quarters by their Division Officers and billeting
and outfitting was res#ill. S ' ‘
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.  EROM BOSTON TO MANTLA IN TWO YEARS (Continued), | | N
- After about three wecks of yard availability in South Boston, *he /D30T ()
- proceeded to Casco Bay whore its "Green! crow wes slowly whippéd inty ¢hype b 3
frequent and scenin;ly wnending GQ's, many of them in the wee hours ol . w i, ,
It requirod a lot of work and many hours of drilling to mold the ABBOT! "3 -
‘ going Civilians" into efficlent Sailors, as only 88 members of the crew ad na
. ngiou;'een duty, and only 33 of that number had ever served on "Cans" of oo, -
‘ : no matter what the cdds were, the AB3OT gradueted from her shakedown-i; - -

 ing oruise in Mid-June, and reccived a high mark from Admiral MAYO, Comm:r.der
Destroyers, atlantic Fleet,

L X

The 4BBOT reccived her first real assignuent in July 1943, it was then tht
- she penctrated the "South Scas" and the crew got its first treat of "Run and
Coca Gola® Trinadad way., The highlight of the trip was wxpericnced wion s . *

- - made ‘higpiepeed run on the wild goose chase for the Jerrie Submariners wiich o a¢
to a nogative end; took us Anto August, and Boston again, We did feel proity -
“Salty" on those fow days lcave before departing Boston for the "Indian Countvyn
diﬂﬁ*ﬁ:wé?? It was 2 blow to "Orts Grill" and. "Seully Squere" when the inevit.-

-able happened in early Scptembor - tho 4BBOT went to war, but all good things
can't last forever can it fellows,.,,. > ‘ ‘ ;
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. Tho'ABBOT lost ite first Skipper in Augwt 193, and It=Comdr. DORNIN took
- command and gulded her through the "Diteh" and into the Pacific Ocean. Did get
- ¥m chence to hoist a few in Balboa and San Diego and then off to Pearl for an
gindian Hunt." assignment, : :
~¥he ABBOT, after fvin, HonoTaln

~The ABE ] & troataont Like only Boston has ever ox
- "pericnced, set off to pay the Jape their ducs by treating them rough on LOTJE
.. and TAROA with alnost fivc weeks of cntinucus shelling during the first couple

—~ o T TR

ntiis of 1944, That job soon grew old and tircsome so the MMIGHTY A" set her
‘coursc to the Southward and made the shores of New Guinea, Guadalcanal, admir:zl-
‘%ies, supported the Hollurdia Operations, took a trip to the New Hebridies for
" .8 period of "“rest and recuperation" and $hén set her course to the Northward
- again in carly Junc 194, after a brief stay in K..JAILIN, she sct off to see
- what damage she could inflict 6n the Nips in the Marianas, arriving there one
day after the history mal’'ng 500 Japanese planc attack, The MiM shephurded the
"Baby Flat-tops" arcund therc until Rygust, getting an assist in shooting down -
a8 "Batty" during a night attack, R ' S

_ Pearl Harbor welcomed the ABBOT back in liid-hugust -and after a short period
of nuch appreeiated recreation, we sct off once more for the "Bad lands", '

S

- The. iBBOT's "Big moment" came in October‘l%l:; when she partieipatcd in the
dnvasion of LEYTE, and was on hand on "D" day to give a hand to the -assaulting
doughboys of Uncle Sams .rmy, = = ‘ S

- Did lay over: in Hollandia amongst the forgottcn for abcut 3 weeks in Decer =
ber though, after being left alone, descr.2d by the rest of the Squadren far
away from the Kainland and those we love, Fato finally caught up to us; and
our Christmas dinner was served at 8ess> Those who had worried about having
enough time int the Philippines arca to be ¢lgible for the Philippinc Liberation
Ribbon were trelicved of all their worrics in January when. the ABBOT participated
in tho LINGAYEN Opcrations, petting a cood taste of boans and riece, and the
rice and bean eombination. ‘ , T :
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e ‘M gg MANT; A INTwo:z_ (Contlnued) | @

» k .Z,'. 81 ;her credit beiore celebrat:.ng her second birthday. Lingayen, I.uz( n,
e 8 BayiuPat~ n; Corregidor, highlighted by the capture of threc Jups by
' the ABBOT; Palaw y P,I.; Zamboanga, Mindenaoj and Cebu City, Cecbu, P.I, I think
the "Jim Farley" ssignmm’o which followed m]l be remembered long by all hands

i and need no special ‘comment,

| : . .The ABBOT has made a good record for herself during her first two ye.afs in
! . the haval service and lets hope that she will continue with her good wotke in the
: twelve months to cuue, and make her 3rd arniversary the best yot,
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BTATISTICS FROM SIIIP'S OFFTCE:
Wearing out ono typevriter a year,. ship's office has put out a lot of work
- and news; both good and bad, From the joy sprea.chng, side, 22 officers have been
promoted, 30 enlisted men have teei given commissions, 9 chlef petty officers ’
advanecad to pay grade one, and 527 men advanced in rating. The 96 men who have
beep over leave ace wnte) ‘n part for the 27 Summary Court Martials, 16 Deck -
Court Martials, and 121 (i tein's Masts, As a result, 15 men have been reduced
in rating and 5L days have been 8p<.n‘b in the cooler,. S

R

" Today we have 19 ofiicers and 296 men spread thinly over the 48 states ‘and
on othep ships in the Navy » and I know they would certainly wish -the "Mighty A"
the besf. of luo.k cis this, lier second axmlverbary. We have welcomed aboard, s’nce
~ issdo 21 cfficers and 256 enlisted ten, ald of whom have g,ertaan],y

v gn and helpe»d uelS our stay her“"ﬁwas pessible, S

* Fifteen men have been discharged -honorably, and only one has been crazy
,,;gnou,gh to go ‘back iwme, thoe others reenlisting on board immediately, One man,
“tfmble to make up Lis mind, has extended his enlistment, and three of our ship=
mates have gone to Ilis Flu 4 in a. better world than ours.

el

With all the paper work over, we £ind we have on board today, 315 officers
and men, 155 Qf then eye-witnesses of the commissioning ceremony,
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STAT ‘ ETIC_ SAEROM TIE_ENGINTFRS, Gmmas £ND_STORES:

During the last. two years 4,033,088 gallons of water, exc.uusive of bon.lvr.
water, has been comSumed ou boards The Engineers have also burncd vp some :
6,155, 8.25 gdllons of fuel oil to get us 129,448 milecs,

- We've been shaken up by 8,750 rounds of 5"/38 cal, ammunltlon, of which 4,500
rounds have been expended at Nips on the following Islands: WOTJE, TAROA, LEY g,
CORREGIIQR, CABALLO, CARABAO, EL FRAILE, CEBU and ZAMBOANGA. Supplementing the
bark of the big guns, the L;Omm's has’e coughed out 1,500 rounds at our honorable
enemy, "So solly, ploase" 0

Here!s a few figurtgs from the supply office concerning chow to hold you over‘
until figures won't ngcesu wily mean chow: The men of the ABBOT have caten ‘

Al A A 0 MBI MR S .,

$148,966,50 worth ¥ focc, Each man has towed away 2k bags of beans, 14 bags
flouz;-, 320 pounde ugii, and 120 pounds of coffee during the last two year
During,the past y« - the i pply Department hasserved 325,527 muals. M
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- A morg’ whirluzé, example of cenilned"confusmn than t.hat pvessnted in Faxrgo ‘
5 » Lo, the ABOTYs comiissioning, .

YL 5t deek was inhelited by sgime 200 pros-
BEO 3k xwg’l_*m&,m&h‘ their pre—co"missz,onlng tra:.n:x.ng while
..,h t&“e xgartc};’y ol Lwt* f;"s escagade and the antic:.pat&on ef tonlgu’aa
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. X w:xth yoa long cnough for
T L:mwy £13¢ L an t& 1cer o *.trcl or a :Leertufe on A o N& Dai}y, we all got mom
"~ than: ourcf%.l,j:ﬂf t»ut hﬂ T By Engine, Eusalage, and Teil foutmc. ‘The crowindng 47"
- .blow was Etruched ikes, aftgr sn hour &f .ehesing, scarching, and ) g
" ont-nenouvering, r nnded, up  twenbky haplogs ma;w;.duals to®stahd a 'c.wd‘ mmr %s'éc:uriL

' ty wa.tm. Rough w: 5 the battle of South Toston, , -

As the . Gonm:.&u ;.cm.;; late a@proaehed scuttla}sutt mounted. " The ship h;d
" thirty~five guns ai' cmiﬁw do’ forty Kknotst!. God help the Germens when we got ~ °
. - through the netst =W, el-y fe,llows werd. ;;.elected for ‘the armed guard cz‘e&

: !"h ery t;une a destroyem appeared in the Bay, acme
y%ll "?&eﬁu she #omes - six = tWo = nine " .
5 IR

In d body, we left F’\r o’\ifar bch:md

n scucdule, she dld bt'md m.

ye, Be theugh‘é L @ four 'part“b bﬂz on th:.s, our seceqd
% Wwuld look gtcd: e to the most enthusiastie. S:‘t.lver
gure all’ the pI'um ook fawa:d to puttmg in ano’bhar
, _ﬁ% ev:‘ 4alYy, .

R E. Johnson cme
U.5,S, SNGWBEILL (4N 52),
s Fleet Post :we,
- San Frmcisco, Oallf.
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Ragmand Tcevgn, SK3¢,
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»'Ls‘(ég) G.P. Maa nght
8.8, GHRIS'I‘OPH;R GALE,

% Pustuaster, .
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